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COLLIN HODGE is among the oldest and most prominent ministers of Little River Association. He was born in what is now Crittenden county, Ky. Feb. 22, 1816. He was raised on a farm and received a fair common school education. Having a strong intellect, and being found of books, he acquired an extensive and varied reading. In his youth, he was fond of worldly amusements. In his 25th year, he was converted to Christ, under the following circumstances: On his way to a horse race, he meet the people returning from Union meeting house, where a revival meeting had just closed, and this thought occurred to him: “As we are going now, so will it be in the end.” He became pungently convicted of his sins, and withdrawing a bet he made on a horse race, turned his attention to the affairs of his soul. The next day, he went to a Methodist meeting, and joined the Methodist church, as a seeker. About two months afterwards, he obtained hope in Christ. He now gave himself to a diligent study of the Bible. Finally, against his former convictions and prejudices, he became convicted of the Scripturalness of Baptist Doctrines, and united with Union church, in Crittenden county, being baptized by Joel E. Grace. He was licensed to preach, in May, 1841, and ordained, by Claibourn Wilson, Willis Champion, J.W. Collings and Joel E. Grace, in July, 1842. He lived in a field of wide destitution, in which he commenced laboring with great zeal and efficiency. In 1844, he gathered Caldwell Spring church, and became its pastor. He afterward gathered Dyers Hill, Good Hope, Smithland and Golconda (Ill.) churches. Besides those he raised up, he has served the churches at New Bethel, Crooked Creek, Princeton, Friendship, and Paducah. He was early recognized as the most attractive and eloquent preacher in his Association; and, but for his extreme diffidence, might have, ere this, enjoyed a national reputation, as a pulpit orator. He has been three years Moderator of his Association, and has preached the introductory sermon, on eight occasions.
Source: Spencer, J.H.. A History of Kentucky Baptists. From 1769 to 1885. Lafayette, Tennessee: Originally published 1886. Republished by Church History Research & Archives, 1976.


Excerpts from the Crittenden Record Press Oct. 13, 1910

A Brief History of Union Church

Prepared and Read by R.A. LaRue at the Centennial

Celebration May 29, 1910.

    February 1841 the church unanimously agreed to the ordination of Colin Hodge and appointed Saturday before the third Sunday in May for him to be ordained, the meeting to commence on Friday before – the Counsil [sic] consisting of Elders James Mansfield, Clayborn Wilson and Willis Champion. January 1854, just as the meeting was dismissed, Brethren Colin Hodge and J. Millet came and proposed preaching in the evening. The meeting continued nine days. Bro. Grace the pastor came and a door was opened to receive members. Nine were baptized.

    September 1846, met and adjourned from day to day through its protracted meeting, assisted by Elders Collin Hodge and Champion. Fifteen were admitted to the church. We have two sisters only remaining with us to tell of the great revivals of 1845-46. The following December Elder Grace resigned, after five years of faithful effective work in which the church flourished as a tree planted by the rivers of waters bringing forth fruit in her season.

    March 1847, Elder Colin Hodge met with the church and accepted the pastoral care for one year, July 1847, the church requested the pastor to deliver a discourse on Missionary Benevolence, the association having called the attention of the churches to the religious state of the country. Up to this time very little attention had been given to mission work abroad indeed they felt there was plenty in their own bounds.

    About this time a great trouble arose in the church, continuing some two years. Twenty-four are dismissed by letter and exclusion. They now number only 88.

September 1857, the church passed the following resolution: Whereas Dr. Stephens has delivered two discourses at Providence on Baptism in which he has advanced doctrine and made assertions as we believe contrary to the Bible. Therefore Resolved, that we request Elder Colin Hodge to present the truth according to the Bible in that neighborhood, either by public discourse or debate with Dr. Stephens, which ever he may think best calculated to advance the cause of truth.

    December 1852, the meeting of days was attended by the pastor and Bro. Green and a part of the time by Bro. Hodge, during which the work was mightily revived. Seventeen were added to the church followed by others through the year. Again in 1853 they had a great revival and fourteen were added. 1863 - 4 - 5 are prosperous years. Peace prevails and the Lord is adding continually those being saved.

February 1860, Elder Joel E. Grace resigns and calls for letter for himself and wife, having served as pastor two terms, seventeen years in all. He is succeeded by Elder Colin Hodge who accepted on contions  [sic] that the church hold (1) a stated prayer meeting, (2) discard protracted meetings as usually conducted and (3) a stated salary. It was p prosperous year. There were twenty-five additions and eleven dollars raised for Missions.

    March 1861, Elder Willis Champion was called as pastor and Bro. Hodge and daughter were granted letters. Bro. Champion continues with them through the war until June 1866, when Elder Isaac McMurrry [sic] is called. This ____ period however is one of the most prosperous period in the history of the church. About fifty were baptized. Bro. B.W. Barnes was liberated to exercise his ministerial gifts and ordained October 1864. Elders Champion and Deboe as presbytery. The pastors salary is increased from fifty to eighty dollars per year.

    January 1874, Elder Colin Hodge again becomes the undershepard. A burdensome debt is hanging over them. Who has not heard of the drought of 74? $573 yet to be raised and a crop failure! Yet we read October 1874 the meeting continued twelve days when twenty-four put on Christ in baptism, among whom was T.C. Carter, our pastor today.

    Of the pastor Colin Hodge I hesitate to write. Such sacred memories! Such holy ground! Many of us today hear his voice feel his presence, see his tears, know his love. Though departed yet speaking I have heard the great and near great of our day and times, but for pulpit eloquence and power, none have impressed me as did Colin Hodge, the preacher of my childhood days. His biography says: He was converted in his 25th year. In 1841, on his way to a horse race he met the people returning from Union church where they have just closed, a meeting and this though occurred to him, “As we are going now, so will it be in the end.” He became pungently convicted of his sins, and withdrawing a bet he had made on a horse race, turned his attention to the affairs of his soul. This alone is rich reward for all those years of toils and prayers. Perhaps those fathers were discouraged and thought their meeting a failure. Only three or four joined that year. But their going home that day was used of the Lord to arrest the young man yet breathing out threatening against the disciples of the Lord. And straightway there fell from his eyes as it were scales, and he received sight, and arose and was baptized, by Elder Jas. W. Mansfield into the fellowship of Union church, a chosen vessel to proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ to the multitudes that gladly heard him.

    Bro. Hodge continues pastor until February 1883, when the church reluctantly accepts his resignation, offered on account of his failing health. The records show this one of the brightest eras in the history of the church. Many revivals and ingatherings are noted. Its membership is now more than 200, having almost doubled in ten years.

The same meeting which accepted the resignation of Colin Hodge, called for the ordination of Bro. T.C. Carter. In May 1888 he was ordained, the presbytery consisting of Elders Hodge, Gibbs, Henry, Blackburn, Traylor and Ogleby. The same month at a call meeting he was called to take pastoral care of the church. The church greatly prospered. Mission work advances. Bro. Sidney A. Childress is a Licentiate. He and the pastor hold successful revivals not only in the church, but at Columbia Mines and Childress school house.

    The church joins the Ohio River Association. Bro. Carter resigns December 1886, having served three years. The next meeting Elder Colin Hodge is again called and accepts. Sidney A. Childress is ordained, the presbytery consisting of Elders Hodge, Henry and Carter.

